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normal use of his body, that this young
man stayed steadfast and came to the
Judiciary Committee in 2007 and gave
the most passionate plea for the pas-
sage of the Law Enforcement Hate
Crimes Prevention Act of 2007.

This resolution, Mr. Speaker, is a
resolution in tribute to Mr. David Ray
Ritcheson, after having lost his life in
July of 2007. We look forward to the de-
bate of this resolution on the floor of
the House, and we pay tribute to David
Ray Ritcheson for his courage and for
the tragedy that took his life.

—————

CONGRATULATING U.S.
CONSULATE IN BERMUDA

(Ms. WATSON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
congratulate the Consulate General of
the United States in Bermuda on their
events to celebrate the 231st anniver-
sary of American independence, of
which G.K. BUTTERFIELD and myself
acted as cosponsors.

The American Society of Bermuda
and the United States Consulate skill-
fully joined together in such an exem-
plary manner that it deserves to be
noted here in Congress. These events
are powerful examples of how we can
partner with our host countries around
the world to the benefit of America’s
sound principles and democratic val-
ues.

At a time when we need the strongest
promotion of what is truly the Amer-
ican way, the staff of the United States
Consulate General in Bermuda pro-
vided the activities and the outreach
that immediately impacted on all
those present and portrayed the rich-
ness of our American philanthropy and
caring.

————

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, and under a previous
order of the House, the following Mem-
bers will be recognized for 5 minutes
each.

———

THE COLONIZATION OF AMERICA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, I asked a
question tonight, whether or not the
United States of America is becoming a
colony. A colony is made up of people
from one country owing allegiance to
their home country, not the country
that they’re in. And a colony serves the
purpose of supporting the home coun-
try and exploits the new land. And has
this happened to the United States?
Have people illegally entered the
United States with the purpose of colo-
nizing this country for the benefit of
another nation?
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I think the question is a valid ques-
tion when it comes to Mexico. We know
that the previous President of Mexico,
Vicente Fox, actually encouraged ille-
gal entry of his citizens into the United
States. His government provided maps
and documents so that people could
enter illegally into this land.

At the border of Texas and Mexico on
the Mexican side, you can find numer-
ous markets where an individual can
buy documents of identification that
are sold so that people can use them
when they come into the United States
to pretend to be here legally.

And when we talk about the issue of
immigration and what to do with the
people here in this country that are il-
legally here, we must ask the question,
why did they choose to be here ille-
gally as opposed to coming the legal
way? The reason may be that many of
the illegals don’t want to become
Americans. Of course this country has
a great number of individuals who are
legally here that want to be loyal to
this country and do the proper thing
according to this Nation, but there are
many that are here illegally and
they’re here illegally on purpose. They
pledge allegiance to another flag, many
to the Mexican flag, not to the Amer-
ican flag. And that is the current prob-
lem with many illegals in this Nation;
they want to be colonists, not citizens.

Part of being an American means
that individuals pledge loyalty, wher-
ever they come from, to this Nation,
not some other nation. Many of them
living in America want to accept the
benefits of being in this country, but
they don’t want to accept the condi-
tions of being an American. They want
to remain colonists, not Americans.
They refuse to learn the language, they
refuse to assimilate, and most impor-
tantly, they refuse to be loyal to this
Nation.

And the effects of the colonization of
our land means that the money that
these illegals make does not stay in
this Nation. Like colonies in the past,
the money is returned to their home
country. Many statistics report that
over $22 billion a year is sent back to
Mexico in the form of money sent from
this Nation, from Mexican citizens in
this Nation returning their money to
their home country. They are feeding
the Mexican economy at the expense of
the American economy.

Since many of them deal in a cash
economy, they don’t pay taxes the way
legals do and American citizens. In
fact, there is an organized system in
this Nation where money is shipped
back to Mexico through a complicit al-
liance of the banking industry in this
country. And many of them do not con-
tribute to the social programs provided
for Americans and legal immigrants.
They don’t pay into the health care
system, the education, and many of
them don’t pay into Social Security,
but they receive those benefits at a
drain to the American economy. It
sounds like colonization of this Nation;
they reap the benefits without the re-
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sponsibility of being American. And
the American taxpayer is stuck with
the bill.

We have heard that illegals do con-
tribute to the economy, that they pay
their taxes, and we’ve heard the other
extreme that they don’t pay anything.
If we’'re to believe the Heritage Foun-
dation, they say that for every dollar
that an illegal pays into the American
tax system, they get in return from
benefits $3. So yet that extra $2 the
American taxpayer is caught with.

And of course this has happened be-
fore in history. If we use the example
of the African continent, the African
nations were raided by the Europeans
in the last several centuries. They be-
came colonies of Europe. Those colo-
nies ended up, the minerals, the dia-
monds, the ivory and the gold were all
taken from those nations and returned
to the mother countries; sent it back
to Europe so their country, the mother
country, could benefit and the colonies
were bankrupt. The results are known;
they left many of those African nations
in ruins, and many of these nations are
still struggling to recover because of
the colonization of their nation.

So, the United States, Mr. Speaker,
should not be a colony of Mexico. Impe-
rialism of Mexico is not welcomed in
this Nation. And this country needs to
get back to some basics of securing
both of our borders, the northern and
southern border. We should not grant
amnesty to people who don’t want to
be Americans, and I'm referring to
those illegals that are in the United
States. We should strengthen require-
ments to enter this country. And we
should end the good deal for illegals
and the bad deal for American citizens
and American legal immigrants. I sug-
gest that the colonization by third
world countries of the United States
must end.

And that’s just the way it is.

——
O 2100

WAR IN IRAQ

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WATERS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, I am
compelled to come to the floor this
evening to talk about the war in Iraq
one more time. I know that this is the
focus of this Congress, whether we
want it to be or not. No matter what
we do or what we try to do, we are met
head-on with the fact of the matter
that Iraq stands before us as an issue,
as something that must be solved.

The fact of the matter is we have
now over 3,600 soldiers who have been
killed in Iraq. Over 27,000 soldiers have
been seriously injured; wounded. I am
talking about the kinds of injuries
such as brain injuries, loss of limbs,
eyes gouged out, the kind of injuries
that certainly will interfere with these
soldiers’ ability to have a good quality
of life, to be able to be employed, to
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pursue the kinds of careers that many
of them perhaps dreamed of because,
unfortunately, they have found them-
selves in this war in Iraq.

Many of these soldiers are very patri-
otic. When their President told them
that we were in danger, that we were at
risk, that somehow Saddam Hussein
was responsible for weapons of mass de-
struction and 9/11, they eagerly and
gladly signed up to go to war to defend
their country, only to learn that there
were no weapons of mass destruction.

We say this over and over again. But
the American people and we all must
be reminded that many folks supported
the President. Many of the Members of
Congress supported the President be-
cause they believed the President.
They believed him when he said that he
had to wage this war on terrorism be-
cause we were at risk and Saddam Hus-
sein was responsible for 9/11.

So here we are. No weapons of mass
destruction. We have destabilized Iraq.
There is a civil war that is going on.
Many of us were in denial about the
civil war even though we watched it de-
veloping. We watched the Sunnis and
the Shias and the Kurds begin to turn
on each other and to fight each other.
We watched the militias grow. We
watched as this country has simply
been torn apart.

Mr. Speaker and Members, we are
now at a point in time where the Amer-
ican people are sick and tired of this
war. The polls show it. They are not
happy, certainly, with the President of
the United States. But they are even
less happy with the Congress of the
United States.

I am a Democrat. The people of my
party thought they voted for us to
come here in November and end this
war. While many of us would like very
much to end the war, we still have
some Members who are not so sure.
They don’t quite have the courage yet.
They don’t want to be thought of as
unpatriotic. They don’t want to be
thought of as pulling the rug out from
under the soldiers. But the American
people will not tolerate this war much
longer. They have said so in so many
ways.

I am just hopeful, I am just hopeful
that we will gather the courage that is
needed and step up to the plate and let
this President know there will be no
more dollars, no more dollars appro-
priated by this Congress to continue
this war in Iraq.

Now, I know a lot of people, and a lot
of Members of this House don’t want to
go there yet. They are trying to say ev-
erything that they can possibly say in
so many ways to let the President
know that we should get out, that
there should be a time certain. But
they are not yet ready to talk about
defunding this war.

Well, I stand here proudly this
evening as one person, one Member of
Congress, elected by the people of the
35th Congressional District. I am pre-
pared to defund this war. I do not think
we should spend another dime on this
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war that has destabilized Iraq. We have
those who talk about the fact that, and
the President of the United States has
said, we must stay there until we train
the soldiers in Iraq to provide the secu-
rity for Iraq. That is laughable. Not
only have we misled the people about
the numbers that we were training in
Iraq, the soldiers, many of whom that
we have trained, have turned on our
soldiers, have undermined them at the
point of contact and confrontation. So
I simply say this evening, we have to
get out of this war.

———

STATEMENT ON LIBBY COMMUTA-
TION AND PARDON FOR FORMER
BORDER PATROL AGENTS
RAMOS AND COMPEAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, many Americans are outraged
by the President’s decision to commute
the sentence of White House aide
Scooter Libby, while at the same time,
he refuses to pardon former Border
Agents Ramos and Compean.

Scooter Libby, an attorney who un-
derstands the laws of this country and
should know right from wrong, was
convicted of perjury, obstruction of
justice, and lying to investigators. Mr.
Libby, who should have served his sen-
tence, did not spend 1 day in prison.
Yet, two Border Patrol agents with ex-
emplary records, who tried their best
to do their duty to protect the Amer-
ican people from an illegal alien drug
smuggler, are serving 11 and 12 years in
prison today.

Today is the agents’ 176th day in Fed-
eral prison. Two heroes sit behind bars
while a guilty man walks free. Again, I
say, where is the justice? By attempt-
ing to apprehend a Mexican drug smug-
gler who brought 743 pounds of mari-
juana across our borders, these agents
were enforcing our laws, not breaking
them. For almost a year, thousands of
American citizens and dozens of Mem-
bers of Congress have asked President
Bush to pardon these agents. The
President repeatedly responds that
there is a pardon ‘‘process’ and ‘‘a se-
ries of steps’ to be taken by the Jus-
tice Department, ‘“‘to make a rec-
ommendation as to whether or not a
President grants a pardon.” Yet, Mr.
Speaker, the President did not consult
the Justice Department in Mr. Libby’s
case.

Mr. President, if there is a process,
why did this process not matter when
you commuted Mr. Libby’s sentence?

The President has the power to im-
mediately pardon agents Ramos and
Compean, two heroes who were un-
justly prosecuted for doing their job to
protect our border. I have written the
President and called on him to correct
a true injustice by using his executive
authority to immediately pardon these
men.

H7633

Mr. Speaker, I will submit for the
RECORD the entire text of the letter
that I have written to the President.

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank Chair-
man JOHN CONYERS, who I am sure at
some point in time will hold a hearing
to thoroughly review the prosecution
of these agents. Tonight, I especially
want to thank Senator DIANNE FEIN-
STEIN, who has shared my concerns
about the unfairness of this prosecu-
tion. I am extremely pleased that she
will be presiding over a Senate hearing
next Tuesday to examine the details of
this case. There are many questions
and concerns about the actions of the
U.S. Attorney in this case that need to
be answered. I am hopeful that justice
will soon prevail for these two men.

Mr. Speaker, before I close, I want to
say to the families of Border Patrol
Agents Ramos and Compean that this
House of Representatives will not for-
get your loved ones. We will not forget
that an injustice has prevailed. We will
seek justice for your husbands and
your fathers and your relatives. I hope
and pray that the President himself
will pray about this and grant to these
two men justice instead of injustice.

Mr. Speaker, I include for the
RECORD the letter referred to earlier.

JULY 3, 2007.
Hon. GEORGE W. BUSH,
The White House, Pennsylvania Avenue, NW.,
Washington, DC

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: In light of your re-
cent commutation of I. Lewis ‘‘Scooter”
Libby’s prison sentence, I am writing to ex-
press my deep disappointment that U.S. Bor-
der Patrol agents Ignacio Ramos and Jose
Compean remain unjustly incarcerated for
wounding a Mexican drug smuggler who
brought 743 pounds of marijuana across our
border.

While you have spared Mr. Libby from
serving even one day of his ‘‘excessive’ 30-
month prison term, agents Ramos and
Compean have already served 167 days of
their 11- and 12-year prison sentences. By at-
tempting to apprehend an illegal alien drug
smuggler, these agents were enforcing our
laws, not breaking them.

Mr. President, it is now time to listen to
the American people and Members of Con-
gress who have called upon you to pardon
these agents. By granting immunity and free
health care to an illegal alien drug trafficker
and allowing our law enforcement officers to
languish in prison—our government has told
its citizens, and the world, that it does not
care about protecting our borders or enforc-
ing our laws.

I urge you to correct a true injustice by
immediately pardoning these two law en-
forcement officers.

Sincerely,
WALTER B. JONES,
Member of Congress.

———

STOP THE OCCUPATION OF IRAQ
NOW

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, Presi-
dent Bush delivered a speech in Cleve-
land yesterday in which he said that
““Congress ought to wait.”” That is what
he said; Congress ought to wait for
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